
 
 

 

 

 

May 8, 2017 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians of the Class of 2017: 

 

We are privileged to witness the Class of 2017 grow into confident, prepared leaders.  We recognize the enormous gifts of love and 

time that you have given them during the past four years.  Thank you for entrusting your student to us.   In this letter, we would like to 

share important information about graduation.  Please discuss the following information with your graduate. 

 

Graduation dates and details 

 

 

 Wednesday, May 24 – Computer or Chromebook turn-in day. Chromebooks must be turned in during the end-of-day 

homeroom or to the Helpdesk by 3 p.m.  To avoid fines, students must also turn in the power charger and plastic cover 

at this time.   
Seniors who bring in uniforms to donate on Tuesday, May 23 will get to be out of uniform on May 24.  

 

 Friday, May 26 - Mandatory Graduation practice and last school day for seniors.  7:50 a.m. 

Seniors will gather promptly at 7:50 a.m. in the Convocation Center.  All seniors are expected to attend.  No food, drink, or 

gum is allowed in the gym. We will practice graduation-related activities in two locations: in the Convocation Center and at 

the Nicollet Entrance. 

 

Female graduates must bring to practice the white shoes that they will wear for graduation. Other dress requirements for 

graduation are enclosed with this letter. 

 

At the end of the graduation practice we will distribute caps and gowns.  Open the cap and gown packet, try on the cap and 

gown, and press it according to the directions. Enclosed with caps and gowns will be information about any outstanding 

financial obligations your senior may have along with information on how to order commencement photos from Lifetouch.  

Lifetouch will also take the National Honor Society member photo and the photo of students and their alumni parents and 

grandparents on Celebration Day.  Information on how to order these photos can be found on the Lifetouch website.   

 

 Monday May 29  – Thursday, June 1 

There’s no school for seniors, but this is an excellent time to take care of any outstanding obligations. Diplomas and 

transcripts will be withheld from students who have failed to meet their academic requirements or who have outstanding 

tuition, fines, fees, textbooks, or other obligations.  

 

 Wednesday, May 31  - Baccalaureate Mass –6:30 p.m. Attendance is Required 

Baccalaureate Mass will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Convocation Center.   Father Mike Tix, AHA Chaplain, will preside.  A 

reception will follow on the west court of the gym.  Senior posters will be displayed here as well. The faculty member chosen 

by the Senior Class to speak during the liturgy is Ms. Jillian Harvalis. 

 

 Friday, June 2  - Celebration Day – Parents are welcome!  8:15 a.m. 

On Celebration Day, seniors must be in school at 7:15 a.m. dressed in caps and gowns.  At 7:25 a.m., the senior class will 

move to the front steps for a formal portrait.  Students may take their own pictures after the formal portrait, and alumni and 

NHS photos are completed.  Alumni should arrive by 7:40.  (AHA buses will arrive at the normal time that morning; they 

will leave AHA at 11 a.m.)   

 

Members of the class of 2017 will wear their graduation attire, including caps and gowns, as we honor their 

accomplishments. Graduates must be dressed appropriately to participate in this celebration. Girls must wear a white 

or light-colored dress. No slacks are allowed, and shoes must be white, no tennis shoes or flip flops.  Boys must wear a 

white shirt, tie, dark slacks, and dress shoes. The attire for graduates must be worn at Graduation as well.  

 

 Sunday, June 4 - Graduation Ceremony- 4 p.m. 

Graduation will be held outside on the lawn at 4 p.m. Students should arrive by 3:25 p.m.  Relatives and friends are welcome, 

and no tickets are required. Seating is first-come, first-served.   Graduates must be dressed in graduation attire including 

their cap and gowns.  Girls should not bring purses and/or bags, as there will be no room to store them.  Purses and 

bags should be left at home or with family members. 

 



While an outdoor graduation is an AHA tradition dating back at least five decades, it is dependent on the weather.  Eight of 

the last thirteen ceremonies have been held indoors due to weather.  The Academy’s staff will monitor weather conditions 

and make a decision about the location by 10 a.m.  to ensure the dignity, as well as the health and safety, of all who attend.  

 

If the ceremonies must be moved indoors to the Convocation Center, we will use our SchoolMessenger telephone system to 

call senior parents at the phone number they listed in NetCommunity.  If we decide to move inside, we’ll also post an 

announcement on our web site, www.academyofholyangels.org  If the ceremony is held in the Convocation Center, the doors 

will be open at 3 p.m. and seating will be first-come, first-served.  Once the ceremony begins at 4 p.m., the main doors to 

the gym will be closed.  Guests arriving after the doors are shut will be directed to the second floor mezzanine seating 

area.  

 

Thomas McCoy has been chosen by classmates to give the graduation address. Dani Alfonzo, Senior Class President, will 

give the welcome.   

 

Family and friends are welcome to videotape the ceremony, but please respect others by not blocking their view when taking 

pictures or video. Lifetouch photography will be taking individual photos of the graduates during the ceremony.  The photos 

will be available for purchase by visiting the Lifetouch link events.lifetouch.com/academyofholyangelsrichfieldmn. 

 

Seniors will receive diploma covers during the ceremony.  After an outdoor ceremony, the graduates process onto the lawn 

for pictures, light refreshments and to receive their diplomas. If the ceremony is held inside, the graduates process from the 

gym and out the former front doors when family and friends have assembled on the lawn, weather permitting. Diplomas will 

be distributed at this time.  Students who have not completed academic requirements or fulfilled financial obligations 

(communicated to the students May 26) will not receive diplomas. 

 

 Friday, June 9 - Trimester grades will be posted. 

 

Our expectations for student behavior during graduation events 
At Graduation practice, Baccalaureate Mass, Celebration Day, and Graduation, seniors are expected to respect the dignity of the 

events, and we ask you, as parents, for your support to ensure this. 

 If students appear to be under the influence of alcohol or other chemicals at any graduation event, they will be removed and 

may be disqualified from participating in commencement exercises and attending the senior party.  

 The school does not allow a senior skip day. Staff will enforce consequences for skipping which include no credit for any 

work or tests on the day of the skip and a Saturday detention. The skipped day also counts toward a student’s accumulated 

absence total.  Students exceeding eight absences face being dropped from the class with no credit given for the trimester.  

 

Note the information about scholarships and college choices enclosed with this letter:  

This is the first run of this information that will be used for Celebration Day and Graduation Program acknowledgements. There are 

many blanks at this point.  Please check your student’s information, and  verify that everything is listed and named correctly.  If it is 

not, contact your college counselor, Ann Kjorstad or Tina Proctor, with changes. 

 

We look forward to a memorable and safe graduation. If you have questions, please call Ann Kjorstad, Graduation Coordinator, at 

612/798-2691or akjorstad@ahastars.org; or Mark Melhorn, Assistant Principal, at 612/798-2641 or mmelhorn@ahastars.org.  

 

The class of 2017 has been a joy for all who guided them.  God bless our graduates and their families at this time of endings and new 

beginnings.  As the Class of 2017 leaves us, we pray that they are filled with a strong faith in God, and in themselves, and that their 

futures will be filled with Christ’s peace and joy. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

Thomas E.  Shipley   Heidi J. Foley   Mark H. Melhorn 

President    Principal   Assistant Principal 
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